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Note in both of these cases that the top two candidates did 
not receive a majority of the votes within their political party. 
What mattered was finishing in one of the top two positions. 
Hypothetically, a six-candidate race in which the candidates 
evenly split the votes could produce a result in which the top two 
candidates move on to the general election having received no 
more than 16 or 17 percent of the vote. Compare this with Texas’s 
semi-open system in which the Republican and Democratic 
candidates moving on to the general election must have received 
a majority of the votes in their respective political party’s primary.

The 2015 election of Louisiana’s current governor, John Bel 
Edwards, offers another example. Edwards, who is unrelated 
to Edwin Edwards mentioned previously, won 40 percent of the 
primary vote as a centrist Democratic with a proven bipartisan 
record. Second place went to Republican David Vitter, a U.S. 
senator whose voting record in state and national office placed 
him on the far right. Vitter received 23 percent of the vote. 
Vitter also faced a scandal involving his past association with 
a Washington, D.C., prostitution madam. Two more moderate 
Republicans than Vitter finished in third and fourth place with 19 
percent and 15 percent of the vote. In the runoff election, Edwards 

won with 56 percent of the vote to Vitter’s 44 percent. The fourth 
place primary finisher, Jay Dardenne, ultimately endorsed 
Edwards, not fellow Republican Vitter.

THINKING Critically
★★ What are the advantages to Louisiana’s nonpartisan 

blanket primary?
★★ Why do you think people in California or Texas might be 

attracted to this system?
★★ What are the advantages to Texas’s current  

semi-open system? (See text for details on Texas’s 
system.)

★★ Which system do you prefer?
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from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., with time needed for commuting to and from work, 
these hours may not be enough. To help Texans turn out to vote, Texas began in 1988 to 
experiment with advanced or early voting, which allows a voter to cast a ballot before 
an election without giving a specific reason. Historically, to cast a ballot before Election 
Day a voter had to qualify for an absentee ballot by documenting a specific reason for 
being absent on Election Day: for example, being on vacation, being on a business trip, 
or being away at college. In early voting, the local elections administrator opens polling 
to voters during specified times and days in the weeks leading up to the election. In 
Texas, early voting days include weekends. Voting is made easier and occurs at the 
leisure of the voter, who can now avoid a hectic workday scramble to get to the voting 
booth before it closes on Election Day. Texas was an early adopter of such voting; its 
experiences and those of a handful of other states led to the expansion of early voting 
nationwide, and many states now have some form of it. As shown in Figure 9.1, early 
voting has become quite popular in Texas, especially in presidential election years. In 
2014, more than 2.5 million Texans took advantage of early voting, down slightly from 
the 2010 statewide, midterm elections.

Electronic Voting in Texas

Not only do the state and federal government want to make it easier for voters to get 
to the polls but they want to ensure that the votes cast are accurately counted. In the 
wake of the 2000 presidential election, which saw a large number of irregularities in 
the state of Florida, Congress acted to create a single national standard for election 

Advanced or early voting
a voting system that allows a 
voter to cast a ballot before 
an election without giving a 
specific reason, thus making 
voting more convenient for 
the voter


